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Equal   United  Prosperous

The new Constitution was supposed to cure the dangerous polarisation of the Kenyan State along 
ethnic faultlines during presidential elections. Unfortunately, Kenya’s first general election, under the 

thConstitution, on March 4  2013, saw worse polarisation of the country due to heightened mobilization 
of ethnic blocks. Within this construct, a new provocative concept of the ‘tyranny of numbers’ was 
introduced, meaning that it is only candidates from the larger tribes who are entitled to and can lay claim 
to the nation’s presidency because of the numerical strength of their communities. 
This degeneration of democratic elections into a zero-sum political competition between ethnic groups 
or alliances does not only threaten the unity of the State; it denies the country development since it does 
not allow leaders to emerge on the basis of the policy platforms they articulate. 

thThe March 4  Movement is a political lobby, borne out of the realization that Kenya is faced with a major 
problem that could in future snowball into violent ethnic conflict, when some tribes or alliances capture 
the State and monopolize power to the point where others feel excluded, with no chance of ever ruling 
or influencing power.
 The noble agenda of the Movement is to save the country from sliding into the abyss that is ethnic 
conflict, by collecting the one million signatures required to amend the Constitution  via a popular 
initiative .
The Movement calls upon all Kenyans of goodwill, and who desire the best for our county, to join in the 

stdrive towards the 1  Amendment. Your partnership, support and active participation is required to make 
Kenya a better place for posterity, where all ethnic communities are equal, united and prosperous. 

Join the Campaign!

ABOUT THE MARCH 4TH MOVEMENTABOUT THE MARCH 4TH MOVEMENT
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q Kenya is a multi-ethnic State, composed of 42 officially recognised tribes, but 

since independence 50 years ago, only two tribes, the Kikuyu (Kenyatta, Kibaki 

and Uhuru) and the Kalenjin (Moi), have ruled Kenya. 

q This hegemony goes against both the character of the Kenyan Republic and the 

Constitution.

q Presidential elections are no longer about ideological and policy platforms; they  

have degenerated into a mere census of tribes, with the numerical strengths of 

the ethnic group(s) backing a candidate determining the outcome. 
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Equal   United  ProsperousThe Threat of Tyranny of NumbersThe Threat of Tyranny of Numbers

q Tribalism has become so entrenched that large tribes disregard the law which 

states that voting is voluntary in Kenya, and forcibly mobilise their tribesmen to 

register and vote en mass for their ethnic presidential candidates. 

q This tribal arithmetic means that candidates from smaller tribes have no chance 

of ever becoming president, resulting in voter apathy. 

q Also, once elites from smaller tribes figure out that they can’t be elected to the 

presidency, because of the small numbers of their ethnic groups, they will seek 

power through non-democratic means. 
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q The Constitution should be amended:

Ø To remove the one-person-one-vote lacuna (shortcoming) in the 
presidential elections that has been exploited by tribal elite for large 
ethnic groups or alliances to dominate others.

Ø To establish a presidential electoral system where all ethnic groups, large 
and small, feel safe and important in the running of national affairs, 
especially as embodied in the election of the President and the Deputy 
President, who are symbols both of national consensus and of the unity 
of the Republic. 

q Such a system is only possible where the President and the Deputy President are 
elected by popular vote on a county-by-county basis, and not in a popular vote 
nationally. 
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q The beauty of Kenya's diversity is that there is no majority tribe; there are large 
tribes but none is more than 50% of the population; the largest ethnic group, the 
Kikuyu, make up for less than a fifth of the total population.

q The 2009 census figures give the ethnic composition as follows (out of a total 
population of 38.6 million): Kikuyu 17%, Luhya 14%, Kalenjin 13%, Luo 10%, 
Kamba 10%, Kisii 6%, Mijikenda 5%, Meru 4%, Turkana 2.5%, and Maasai 2.1%. 
About 9% of the population consist of smaller groups below 1% each, and non-
African groups (Arabs, Indians & Europeans) are estimated at 1%.

q In reality, therefore, Kenya has a safety of numbers, and not a tyranny of 
numbers, among its ethnic groups.
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Equal   United  Prosperous The Law and the Safety of NumbersThe Law and the Safety of Numbers

q By law, being a free, open and democratic society, Kenyan ethnic groups are held 
together by consensus not by force and, therefore, all communities must have a 
system that allows them to influence how executive power is acquired and 
deployed?

q The ‘tyranny of numbers’ is a product of Kenya’s flawed electoral system which 
negates the principle of equality and equity among Kenya’s ethnic groups, upon 
which the Republic is founded.

q The ideal system should be one which renders ethnic numbers and coalitions 
untenable since to win an election a presidential candidate would have to seek 
votes from all corners of the Republic.

q Therefore, the Constitution ought to be amended to engender a presidential 
electoral system where all ethnic groups feel safe because no ethnic group or 
alliances can dominate others. 
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q Kenya adopted the US Presidential system without its underpinning principles and 
values. Founders of the multiethnic USA designed a system which gives each state 
a voice in the election of the President, so that even small states have political 
influence nationally. 

q The USA elects its politically powerful President and Vice President via an electoral 
system designed to ensure both the election of the President through a popular 
vote, and to protect the interests of all the States, irrespective of their population 
size. 

q The President and Vice President are elected by popular vote on a state-by-state 
basis. Candidates can win without getting the highest number of votes nationally, 
but by winning the majority of the states.
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Equal   United  Prosperous Applying the Full US System to KenyaApplying the Full US System to Kenya

q Multiethnic Kenya, too, should elect its president using a county-based system, 
to ensure all tribes have political influence nationally.

q Like with the States in the USA, each county shall be apportioned Presidential 
Electoral Votes equal to the number of its elected officials. In Kenya, that being 
the Governor, Senator, and Members of the National Assembly, including the  
Women’s Representative, so that each county's vote is proportional to and is 
representative of its population. 

q In Kenya, there would be 431 Presidential Electoral Votes, being 47 Governors, 
47 elected Senators, 290 Members of the National Assembly, and 47 Women 
Representatives. 
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q A candidate who wins the popular vote of a particular county also wins all the 
Presidential Electoral votes in that county, on a "winner-take-all" basis. 

q To be elected President, one would have to get at least 216 votes, being more 
than one-half of the possible 431 Presidential Electoral Votes.  

q To put together the right combination of counties that will give a candidate at 
least 216 Presidential Electoral Votes, one would have to campaign nationally 
and not tribally.

q Should none of the candidates win 216 Presidential Electoral Votes, a runoff 
between the top two candidates would have to be conducted.
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Equal   United  Prosperous County System Eliminates RiggingCounty System Eliminates Rigging

q The incentive to rig presidential elections in strongholds where candidates come 
from will be eliminated since inflating votes in an area won't change the number 
of Presidential Electoral Votes that the affected county can produce. 

q Because figures inflated in a county cannot affect votes nationally as is the case 
today, vote frauds will only affect the elections in the specific county and will be 
dealt with locally.

q Since a county based electoral system will engender the ‘safety of numbers’ and 
not the ‘tyranny of numbers’, the tribal diversities of Kenya’s peoples will 
become the building blocks of a stable democracy, where all ethnic groups and 
regions are important nationally because they all play an important role in the 
election of the all-important President and the Deputy President.
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q Whereas this block voting system gives more power to the counties with higher 
populations, it also allows for counties with fewer people to swing an election.

q Because members of tribes can only act locally within their county when electing the 
President, this will undermine the suffocating hold that tribalism has on Kenya. 

q By moving the country away from the current sorry state of affairs where large tribes 
use their numerical strength to tyrannise smaller ones, the system will require that 
Kenyans elect their president on a popular policy platform.

q This will boost the process of devolving power from Nairobi, improve local 
governance, and reduce marginalisation and the risk of violent conflict between 
communities.
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Presidential Electoral Votes Per County 

COUNTIES

POPULATION

2009 CENSUS

CONSTITUENCY 

REPRESENTATIVES

(MPs)

GOVERNOR

SENATOR

WOMEN REP

PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTORAL

VOTES

Mombasa 939,370 6 3 9
Kwale 649,931 4 3 7
Kilifi 1,109,735 7 3 10
Tana River 240,075 3 3 6
Lamu 101,539 2 3 5
Taita Taveta 284,657 4 3 7
Garissa 623,060 6 3 9
Wajir 661,941 6 3 9
Mandera 1,025,756 6 3 9
Marsabit 291,166 4 3 7
Isiolo 143,294 2 3 5
Meru 1,356,301 9 3 12
TharakaNithi 365,330 3 3 6
Embu 516,212 4 3 7
Kitui 1,012,709 8 3 11
Machakos 1,098,584 8 3 11
Makueni 884,527 6 3 9
Nyandarua 596,268 5 3 8
Nyeri 693,558 6 3 9
Kirinyaga 528,054 4 3 7
Murang’a 942,581 7 3 10
Kiambu 1,623,282 12 3 15
Turkana 855,399 6 3 9

West Pokot 512,690 4 3 7

Presidential Electoral Votes Per County 

12



COUNTIES

POPULATION

2009 CENSUS

CONSTITUENCY

REPRESENTATIVES

(MPs)

GOVERNOR

SENATOR

WOMEN REP

PRESIDENTIAL

ELECTORAL

VOTES

Samburu 223,947 3 3 6

Trans Nzoia 818,757 5 3 8

Uasin Gishu 894,179 6 3 9

El/Marakwet 369,998 4 3 7

Nandi 752,965 6 3 9

Baringo 555,561 6 3 9

Laikipia 399,227 3 3 6

Nakuru 1,603,325 11 3 14

Narok 850,920 6 3 9

Kajiado 687,312 5 3 8

Kericho 758,339 6 3 9

Bomet 724,186 5 3 8

Kakamega 1,660,651 12 3 15

Vihiga 554,652 5 3 8

Bungoma 1,630,934 9 3 12

Busia 488,075 7 3 10

Siaya 842,304 6 3 9

Kisumu 968,909 7 3 10

Homa Bay 963,794 8 3 11

Migori 1,028,579 8 3 11

Kisii 1,152,282 9 3 12

Nyamira 598,252 4 3 7

Nairobi 3,138,369 17 3 20

TOTALS 38,721,536 290 141 431

Presidential Electoral Votes Per County Presidential Electoral Votes Per County 
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q Under Article 257 of the Constitution of Kenya, 2010,  the steps of amending 

the Constitution through a popular initiative are: 

q Raise one million signatures from voters

q Develop a Constitution Amendment Bill

q Get the Bill approved by at least 24 counties

q Get the Bill approved by Parliament

q President signs the Bill into law

q If Parliament rejects it, the Bill goes for a national referendum.
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q  Article 138 of the Constitution should be amended through the popular initiative 

to provide for the election of the President and the Deputy President by popular 

vote on a county-by-county basis as opposed to the current system where they 

are elected in a popular vote nationally in a process which has been reduced to 

an acrimonious census of tribal numbers, prone to electoral fraud, and which 

marginalises sparsely populated regions and small ethnic groups in what is now 

provocatively referred to as the ‘tyranny of numbers’.
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Join the CampaignJoin the Campaign
M4M is sponsored by: 

Kenyans for Justice and Development (KEJUDE) Trust 
Room 4, Floor B1, Western Wing, 
Block A, NSSF Building,
P. O. Box 60286 - 00200, Nairobi. 
Tel: 0717 180 146 / 020 271 3329 / 020 271 3995; 
Fax: 020 271 3996.

Email: info@m4m.com; Website: www.m4m.com 

16

The March 4th Movement

Equal   United  Prosperous

The Million Signature Campaign



Equal   United  Prosperous

Signature Collection Form for Amending the Constitution through a Popular Initiative (Article 257)
We the undersigned registered voters propose to amend Article 138 of the Constitution to provide for the election of the President and the Deputy President indirectly by popular 
vote on a county-by-county basis as opposed to the current system where they are elected directly in a popular vote nationally in a process which has been reduced to an 
acrimonious census of tribal numbers, is prone to electoral fraud, and which marginalises sparsely populated regions and ethnic groups in what is called a tyranny of numbers

Sponsor:  Kenyans for Justice and Development Trust, Room 4, Floor B1, Western Wing, Block A, NSSF Building,

P. O. Box 60286 - 00200, Nairobi. Tel: 0717 180 146.

NAME OF VOTER ID/PASSPORT NO. VOTERS NO. SIGNATURE/LHT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

17



The March 4th Movement

Equal   United  Prosperous
WIMBO WA TAIFA

Ee Mungu nguvu yetu
Ilete baraka kwetu
Haki iwe ngao na mlinzi
Natukae na Undugu
Amani na uhuru
Raha tupate na ustawi.

Amkeni ndugu zetu
Tufanye sote bidii
Nasi tujitoe kwa nguvu
Nchi yetu ya Kenya
Tunayoipenda
Tuwe tayari kuilinda

Natujenge taifa letu
Ee, ndio wajibu wetu
Kenya istahili heshima
Tuungane mikono
Pamoja kazini
Kila siku tuwe na shukrani

NATIONAL ANTHEM

O God of all creation
Bless this our land and nation
Justice be our shield and defender
May we dwell in unity
Peace and liberty
Plenty be found within our borders.

Let one and all arise
With hearts both strong and true
Service be our earnest endeavour
And our homeland of Kenya
Heritage of splendour
Firm may we stand to defend

Let all with one accord
In common bond united
Build this our nation together
And the glory of Kenya
The fruit of our labour
Fill every heart with thanksgiving.
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State Power has never left this roomState Power has never left this room
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