


“In a democracy, moving forward depends on making 
compromises. We need a bipartisan understanding in our 
politics if we are to unleash all the potential of the Kenyan 

people. I know how hard each of us is going to work to 
get elected to the various seats that we are seeking. It is so 

engrossing that we may be tempted to forget that it is not about 
us; it is about Kenya.”

READY
TUKO TAYARI

CORD Presidential Candidate the Rt Hon Raila Amolo Odinga EGH
Prime Minister of the Republic of Kenya



THE CORD VISION CORD’S 10-POINT PROGRAMME 

The Coalition for Reforms and Democracy (CORD) 

is committed to the realisation of a Kenyan society 

founded on popular democracy and social justice, 

where all citizens enjoy equal political, economic and 

socio-cultural rights and live in harmony and unity.
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•	 Take	at	least	one	major	industry	to	
each	county	and	establish	a	24-hour	
economy	in	major	urban	centres.

•	 Restructure	the	Youth	Empowerment	
Fund	to	give	young	people	
entrepreneurial	skills	and	provide	them	
with	start-up	grants,	and	also	to	give	
loans	at	reduced	rates	for	business	
expansion.

•	 Open	branches	of	Kenya	Industrial	
Estates	all	over	the	country	to	support	
and	develop	new	business	concerns.

•	 Set	up	well-equipped	centres	in	each	
constituency	to	offer	training	in	modern	
entrepreneurial	and	technological	skills.

The CORD government will lay the foundation for Kenya to move within two decades 
from being a poor and dependent nation to being a productive and self-sustaining 
economy, paving the way to jobs and dignified lives for all.

The only route to a prosperous nation is through an environment that enables every 
willing and industrious Kenyan to become a producer of goods or services. To achieve 
this, CORD will remove barriers to economic productivity and prosperity. This will in 
addition help to instil investor and development-partner confidence.

CORD will: 
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JOBS

•	 Give	incentives	to	banks	and	other	
institutions	so	that	they	finance	
industries	that	create	jobs.

•	 Enhance	the	use	of	ICT	for	increased	
productivity	and	efficiency	and	to	make	
Kenya	into	an	information	society.	

•	 Promote	local	and	foreign	investment	
through	tax	and	other	incentives.	

•	 Invest	at	least	2.5	per	cent	of	annual	
GDP	in	research	and	development.

•	 Fast-track	Special	Economic	Zones	in	
major	urban	centres.



•	 Subsidise	farm	inputs	to	ensure	
increased	yield.

•	 Invest	in	rural	infrastructure	to	facilitate	
access	to	markets.

•	 Reintroduce	free	extension	services	in	
different	branches	of	the	sector.	

•	 Strengthen	co-operatives	and	integrate	
rural	production	with	the	rest	of	the	
economy	via	infrastructure	development	
and	better	markets.

•	 Introduce	crop	and	livestock	insurance	
schemes.

•	 Promote	value-addition	in	agriculture	
through	the	use	of	taxation	and	other	
measures.

•	 Devolve	decision-making	to	county	
governments	on	funding,	research,	agro-
processing	and	value	addition.

•	 Promote	greater	agricultural	research	
and	develop	crop	varieties	that	can	
withstand	climate	change.	

•	 Promote	inland	fishing	areas,	
particularly	around	lakes	Victoria,	
Turkana	and	Naivasha,	through	
investment	in	hygienic	landing	bays,	
modern	storage	and	processing	
facilities,	and	efficient	transport	and	
communications	infrastructure.

•	 Invest	in	innovative	irrigated	agriculture	
for	improved	yields.	

•	 Encourage	investment	in	post-harvest	
processing	and	preservation	and	
storage	technologies,	to	maximise	
returns	to	rural	producers	and	ensure	a	
stable	food	supply	and	affordability	to	
consumers.

•	 Reintroduce	mini-weather	stations	in	
schools	to	assist	in	local	monitoring	of	
weather	trends	and	patterns.

The CORD government will transform the agriculture, livestock and fisheries sectors 
to ensure adequate food for everyone. This will also assure farmers, livestock-keepers 
and fisher-folk of decent incomes. It will enhance equity and provide productive 
employment while the country industrialises, develops the service sector and diversifies 
job opportunities.

CORD will: 
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FOOD SECURITY

Crop production is mainly rain-fed, with only two per cent of crop-land under irrigation, 
making the sub-sector susceptible to inclement weather and variable yields from year to 
year. The livestock sub-sector contributes about 10 per cent of GDP and accounts for 
more than 30 per cent of the farm-gate value of agricultural commodities. The fisheries 
sub-sector contributes about 0.5 per cent of GDP and supports 80,000 Kenyans directly.



•	 Improve	and	extend	the	national	
security	structure	to	ensure	security	for	
all,	and	with	a	human	rights	face.	

•	 Develop	a	strategy	to	strengthen	
response	to	terrorism	and	militia	
groups,	as	well	as	to	new	challenges	
such	as	cyber	security.	

•	 Expand	the	use	of	CCTV.	
•	 Fast-track	police	reforms	and	give	

officers	the	necessary	training	and	
equipment	to	provide	security,	giving	
parliament	and	the	courts	an	oversight	
role	to	ensure	police	powers	are	not	
abused.

•	 Strengthen	community	policing	for	
safety,	security	and	sustainable	
development	locally.

•	 Improve	border	policing	by	deploying	
defence	personnel.

•	 Create	a	Directorate	of	Criminal	
Investigation	as	a	semi-autonomous	
agency	delinked	from	national	police	
command.

The CORD government will be very tough on crime and terrorism and even tougher 
on their causes. Many crimes are related to poverty. Some people turn to petty crime to 
survive. Poor policing does not help. Land issues make the problem worse. Cattle-rustling, 
muggings and extortion by criminal gangs are all common. Our new Constitution 
provides a framework for major security-sector reforms.

CORD will: 
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NATIONAL
SECURITY

Insecurity prevents people from freely undertaking nation-building activities. It also 
discourages foreign and local investors. Parliament has enacted relevant statutes 
and  several pertinent bills are pending. The CORD government will ensure optimal 
functioning of organisations concerned with national defence, internal human security 
and state security, as well as regional and institutional peace-keeping and security 
operations.



•	 Protect,	implement	and	defend	the	
Constitution	in	spirit	and	letter.			

•	 Ensure	all	Kenyans	have	a	role	in	
crafting	laws,	budgets	and	policies.	

•	 Reform	the	public	service	to	reward	
ability	and	to	make	the	service	
professional	and	efficient.

•	 Promote	full	participation	of	both	
women	and	men	in	all	areas	of	national	
and	county	life.

•	 Ensure	county	governments	practise	
good	governance,	transparency	and	
accountability.

•	 Set	up	checks	and	balances	in	county	
governments	to	prevent	corruption.	

•	 Set	up	public	education	programmes	to	
teach	corruption-prevention.

•	 Fast-track	reform	of	the	criminal	justice	
system	to	deal	quickly	with	corruption	
cases.	

•	 Reform	the	police	force	to	ensure	the	
police	do	not	delay	or	tamper	with	
investigations.

CORD believes that good governance and gender equality are critical to achieving 
peaceful co-existence and sustainable development.

CORD will: 
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04
People-led

government

CORD sees governance as the exercise of authority by individuals and institutions for the 
common good of society. Governance is the will of the people delegated to individuals 
and institutions that exercise authority in the context of the social contract between the 
people and those in authority.



•	 Increase	savings	and	investment	
rates	by	rejuvenating	the	co-operative	
movement	and	expanding	access	to	
credit	through	a	strong	micro-finance	
sector.

•	 Ensure	the	national	productivity	policy	
is	effective.

•	 Promote	investment	over	consumption	
with	measures	favouring	a	combination	
of	high-profit	taxes	and	low	interest	
rates.

•	 Keep	the	cost	of	living	as	low	as	
possible	by	ensuring	annual	inflation	is	
below	five	per	cent.

•	 Control	exchange	rates	to	ensure	that	
imported	consumer	goods,	energy	
(especially	petroleum	products)	and	
manufacturing	inputs	do	not	lead	to	
high	prices.

•	 Periodically	review	the	minimum	
wage	to	ensure	low-wage	earners	are	
cushioned	against	inflation.

The CORD government will activate the Komesha Umaskini initiative to increase 
investment for greater productivity and more job opportunities. Higher incomes and the 
equitable distribution of benefits, where necessary, and through expanded social-welfare 
programmes, will result. Benefits will include free secondary education, quality health 
care for all, and modest cash allowances for the poorest and older members of society.

CORD will: 
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05
Poverty & 

cost of living

CORD will accelerate growth through agriculture, manufacturing, the wholesale and 
retail trades, tourism, energy – notably electricity, construction, transport, storage and 
communication, finance, real estate, business services and general government services. 
Accelerated growth will lead to wealth creation and more jobs.



Orange Democratic Movement leader Prime Minister Raila Odinga, Wiper Democratic Movement-Kenya leader Vice-President Kalonzo Musyoka 
and Ford Kenya leader Moses Wetangula at the signing of the Coalition for Reforms and Democracy agreement in Nairobi on December 4, 2012.



•	 Introduce	a	pension	scheme	for	those	
aged	65	and	over.

•	 Extend	to	all	major	urban	centres	cash	
transfers	for	the	urban	poor.

•	 Extend	cash	transfers	for	orphans	and	
vulnerable	children.

•	 Design	a	scheme	of	targeted	relief	to	
poor	rural	households.

•	 Design	tax	policies	for	redistribution	
of	income	and	wealth,	by	focusing	on	
counties	with	limited	capacity.

•	 Protect	individuals	and	households	from	
the	impact	of	adverse	shocks	to	their	
consumption	so	that	they	do	not	get	
trapped	in	poverty.

•	 Cushion	workers	and	their	dependants	
from	the	consequences	of	income-
threatening	risks	such	as	sickness,	poor	
health,	injury	at	work	and	retirement.

•	 Ensure	that	counties	meet	their	
constitutional	obligations	on	the	
provision	of	basic	services,	including	
affordable	health	care,	education,	food	
and	shelter.

•	 Establish	a	national	health	insurance	
scheme	that	covers	everyone,	and	
to	which	those	who	can	afford	it	
must	contribute.	For	those	unable	to	
contribute,	establish	a	health-care	
package	that	includes	maternal	care	
and	treatment	for	such	pandemics	as	
HIV-Aids.

The CORD government will develop policies to reduce poverty levels from the current 46 
per cent to less than nine per cent in 2030. An early key measure will be social protection 
to cushion the very poor, as well as those with disabilities and others unable to work or 
living in marginalised areas, so that they are able to lead decent lives.

CORD will: 
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Social equality

CORD’s agenda for taking Kenya forward includes ensuring equal access and 
opportunities to all citizens in their different counties, through positive remedial action, 
social assistance and the implementation of equalisation interventions.



•	 Invest	at	least	10	per	cent	of	GDP	in	
infrastructure	development	over	the	
next	five	years.

•	 Expand	the	road	network	to	cover	all	
parts	of	the	country	and	get	Kenyans	
genuinely	connected.

•	 Empower	county	governments	to	
improve,	develop	and	upgrade	local	
roads	to	improve	local	economies.

•	 Extend	road	infrastructure	to	
marginalised	regions	and	improve	
access	for	the	development	of	all	
economic	sectors	and	regions.

•	 Introduce	a	modern	integrated	rail	
infrastructure	that	connects	Kenyans.	
Constructing	new	rail	lines	along	the	
Lapsset	Corridor	and	the	Northern	
Corridor	is	a	special	pledge	for	Kenya’s	
50th	Independence	anniversary.

•	 Develop	light	railway	transport	
networks	for	Nairobi,	Mombasa,	Nakuru	
and	Kisumu.

•	 Increase	access	countrywide	to	a	
more	reliable	electricity	supply,	
and	decrease	energy	costs	through	
expanded	private	sector	participation.	

•	 Revitalise	inland	waterways	and	the	
port	infrastructure	in	the	lake	region,	
linking	Kisumu	with	other	regional	
inland	ports,	such	as	Bukoba,	Jinja,	
Mwanza	and	Port	Bell.

•	 Establish	an	inland	waterways	
transport	infrastructure	around	Lake	
Turkana,	to	improve	mobility	around	
the	lake	and	provide	a	link	with	
neighbouring	Ethiopia.

•	 Address	historical	injustices	on	land,	
including,	but	not	limited	to,	squatter	
problems,	displacement	of	indigenous	
communities	and	involuntary	
resettlement	of	populations.

•	 Establish	and	enforce	sustainable	
land-use	standards	and	benchmarks.

The CORD government will ensure that Kenya has the world-class infrastructure and 
services necessary to achieve Vision 2030. Through rehabilitation, modernisation and 
new building, it envisages an effective, efficient and interconnected infrastructure. CORD 
also recognises that land is the foundation of our national economic development and 
defines our history, as well as the cultural, social, economic and political relations within 
our society.

CORD will: 
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Infrastructure

& LAND

CORD will attract increased private-sector investment in infrastructure development and 
management. There are currently a number of private-sector involvements, particularly 
in the energy, water and railway sub-sectors. More private sector investments are being 
explored. The CORD government will also promote transparency in the management 
of and public access to land information. CORD commits itself to securing the land and 
resource rights of the rural poor, as a necessary condition for economic growth.



•	 Comply	with	the	Constitution,	which	
entitles	every	child	to	basic,	free	and	
compulsory	education.	

•	 Through	public-private	partnerships,	
transform	public	education	facilities	at	
all	levels	to	offer	quality	free	education.

•	 Review	the	employment	terms	of	
teachers	and	lecturers	to	ensure	long	
service	and	harmony.	

•	 Recruit	more	teachers	to	correct	the	
high	pupil/teacher	ratios	in	some	areas.	

•	 Review	curriculum	delivery	to	hard-to-
reach	children.

•	 Continuously	assess	learning	outcomes	
to	correct	poor	performance,	especially	
at	lower	levels.	

•	 Link	education	with	the	requirements	of	
industry,	to	ensure	youths	attain	skills	
that	are	required	in	society.	

•	 In	partnership	with	major	global	
IT	firms,	launch	e-learning	and	ICT	
education	programmes	to	counteract	a	
shortage	of	printed	learning	materials.

•	 Establish	computer	laboratories	and	
internet	services	in	all	public	schools	
to	enable	access	to	e-libraries	and	
e-laboratories.

•	 Give	more	attention	to	gender	issues,	
special	needs,	geographical	location,	
family	backgrounds,	and	the	socio-
economic	and	regional	disparities	that	
impact	negatively	on	access	to	quality	
learning	and	perseverance	in	education.

•	 Reduce	regional	variations	in	female-to-
male	literacy	ratios.

CORD recognises the fundamental role education plays in the nation’s development and 
makes the bold pledge of offering universally accessible quality education to all Kenyans 
at all levels.

CORD will: 
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quality

education

The number of pupils attending school since 2003 had increased by 22.3 per cent by 2010. 
Enrolment in early childhood development education increased from 1.6 million to 1.8 
million between 2007 and 2010, in primary schools from 8.2 million to 9.38 million, and 
in secondary schools from 1.1 million to 1.7 million.



•	 Establish	a	national	health	insurance	
scheme	so	that	everyone	has	a	right	
to	health,	as	guaranteed	by	the	
Constitution.

•	 Extend	health	education	and	
concentrate	on	preventive	health	care.

•	 Renovate	health	facilities	so	citizens	are	
able	to	access	high-quality	services.

•	 Train	more	doctors,	nurses	and	other	
health	personnel	and	improve	their	
terms	and	conditions	of	service.

•	 Work	with	county	governments	and	the	
private	sector	to	‘Bring	health	care	to	
the	people’	right	across	the	country.	

•	 Invest	in	specialised	services,	such	as	
treatment	for	cancer,	and	ensure	such	
services	are	available	at	different	levels.	

•	 Provide	quality	maternal	health	care	to	
needy	women	and	those	in	remote	and	
marginalised	regions,	at	subsidised	
rates.	

CORD deplores the significant inequalities in access to health care almost 50 years after 
Independence, meaning Kenya has a high disease burden, especially from preventable 
diseases. Institutional weaknesses, lack of adequate personnel and supplies, dilapidated 
facilities, mismanagement and corruption are some of the major health-care challenges 
the CORD government intends to confront head-on.

CORD will: 
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health

care
The Constitution of Kenya guarantees all Kenyans the right to health, while Vision 
2030 recognises the health sector as critical to the country’s development. Vision 2030 
outlines several priorities, including the establishment of robust health infrastructure 
networks, improvements in health-care service delivery, the promotion of private-sector 
partnerships and the provision of universal health-care services. 



•	 End	artificial	ethnic	and	factional	
division	of	the	nation,	while	respecting	
ethnic,	religious,	cultural	and	racial	
differences.

•	 Streamline	and	harmonise	institutions	
charged	with	ensuring	national	cohesion	
and	unity.	

CORD rejoices in the mosaic of cultural, ethnic, religious, racial and geo-ecological 
differences that characterise Kenya. At the same time, the CORD government will be 
steadfast in the promotion of national unity. CORD will build one nation.

CORD will: 
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one indivisible 

nation

Kenyans stood as one people as they fought for the independence of this great nation. We 
so valued that unity that we made it a key feature of our National Anthem, calling for a 
nation that dwells “in unity, peace and liberty”. The CORD government is committed to 
a unified nation with opportunities for all.

•	 Ensure	equal	access	and	equal	
opportunities	to	all	citizens	in	their	
different	counties,	through	positive	
action	to	rectify	imbalances	and	through	
social	assistance.



O God of all creation
Bless this our land and nation
Justice be our shield and defender
May we dwell in unity
Peace and liberty
Plenty be found within our borders.

Let one and all arise
With hearts both strong and true
Service be our earnest endeavour
And our homeland of Kenya
Heritage of splendour
Firm may we stand to defend.

Let all with one accord
In common bond united
Build this our nation together
And the glory of Kenya
The fruit of our labour
Fill every heart with thanksgiving.

Ee Mungu nguvu yetu
Ilete baraka kwetu
Haki iwe ngao na mlinzi
Natukae na undugu
Amani na uhuru
Raha tupate na ustawi.

Amkeni ndugu zetu
Tufanye sote bidii
Nasi tujitoe kwa nguvu
Nchi yetu ya Kenya
Tunayoipenda
Tuwe tayari kuilinda.

Natujenge taifa letu
Ee, ndio wajibu wetu
Kenya istahili heshima
Tuungane mikono
Pamoja kazini
Kila siku tuwe na shukrani.

nATIONAL
ANTHEM



Orange Democratic Movement

Wiper Democratic Movement-Kenya

Ford-Kenya

Kenya Social Congress 

The Independent Party

Kaddu Asili 

Peoples Democratic Party 
 
Mkenya Solidarity Movement 

Chama Cha Uzalendo

Muungano Development Movement Party Of Kenya

United Democratic Movement

Chama Cha Wananchi

Federal Party of Kenya

Labour Party of Kenya
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